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			Peskov says Russia has no plans to close "the window to Europe"
02.06.2022 | June 9 is the 350th anniversary of the birth of Peter the Great, and Putin "will not bypass" this anniversary and will take part in thematic events, the press secretary assured. The emperor has "a number of merits," Peskov noted. In response to a journalist's reminder that Peter the Great had opened a "window to Europe" and a question about whether the Russian leadership was now going to close this window, Peskov said: "No one is planning to close anything." 
Read more
 
Russian industry adapts to new conditions
02.06.2022 |  Russian industrial enterprises proved resilient to the new economic conditions in the Russian Federation and passed the adaptation process, Maxim Reshetnikov, head of the Ministry of Economic Development, told reporters. He explained that this gives industries in which the recession was more significant some time to adapt. The Ministry of Economic Development expects investment in the Russian economy to decline in the near future. At the same time, the minister stressed that the Russian government is making "enough effort" to restart the investment process. 
Read more
 
Roskomnadzor to restrict VPN services
02.06.2022 |  Roskomnadzor has confirmed that work is underway in Russia to block VPN services, including Proton VPN, which help bypass blocking of content recognised as banned in Russia, as part of the "sovereign" runet law.
Read more
 
Russia terminates memorandum of understanding on culture, education, and media with the U.S.
02.06.2022 | The Russian government has approved a proposal by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to terminate a memorandum of understanding with the United States on culture, humanities, social sciences, education, and the media. According to the memorandum, Moscow and Washington then agreed to foster mutual cooperation in culture, the humanities and social sciences, education, archives, and the media. They expressed their intention to encourage cultural exchanges to promote a better understanding of each other's culture. 
Read more
 
Occupancy in Moscow luxury hotels has fallen by half
03.06.2022 | 5-star hotels in Moscow suffered more than other categories of hotels from the economic consequences after the start of the special operation in Ukraine.  Hotels in the luxury segment turned out to be the most vulnerable. Despite the fact that they are focused on domestic demand, a significant share of their revenues came from foreign clients, including various delegations and events. Luxury hotels in St. Petersburg were less affected. The city attracts tourists with its white nights, water walks and so on, but Moscow is not regarded by clients of luxury hotels as a purely tourist destination. 
Read more
 
Rostec to produce more than 110 aircraft by 2025
02.06.2022 | The Head of the Rostec State Corporation Sergey Chemezov spoke about the plans to produce more than 110 MC-21, Tu-214 and Il-114 aircraft by 2025 and about 500 aircraft of these types by 2030. He stated that the United Aircraft Corporation is planning to produce 20 Sukhoi Superjet (SSJ) aircraft by 2024. In addition, according to Sergey Chemezov, currently the authorities are also working on finding new mechanisms that will allow airlines to operate foreign-made aircrafts. 
Read more
 
Ministry of Construction seeks additional funds for the development of "Smart Cities
03.06.2022 | The Ministry of Construction is working on the possibility of increasing funding for the departmental project "Smart City", a source close to the Ministry told the Vedomosti.  According to his information, the increase is due to the renewal of the Smart City standard in May. According to his assessment, the expansion of the list of mandatory technologies will require an increase in funding by at least 50%.
Read more
 
An equivalent of ECHR to be set in Russia
02.06.2022 | The Russian Bar Association intends to set up a working group to develop a national equivalent of the European Court of Human Rights, association head Sergei Stepashin told Kommersant. According to him, he has secured the approval of the Presidential Administration and the support of the Ministry of Justice, the Investigative Committee, the Prosecutor General's Office, and the Office of the Human Rights Commissioner.
Read more
 
Head of Russian Academy of Science warned against breaking contacts with scientists from Europe, USA and Japan
01.06.2022| Russia must not break off contacts with scientists from unfriendly countries, President of the Russian Academy of Sciences Alexander Sergeev said at a general meeting of Academy members. "If we take total research costs, then the U.S., Europe and Japan are 64% of the world's spending on R&D. These are unfriendly countries with which we now have a very difficult time cooperating. Friendly countries [account for] only 17% of R&D - we need to understand this. I would like to make a call on behalf of my colleagues: we should not proactively, following the slogans of hotheads, break off relations with our colleagues from unfriendly countries. 
Read more  

Russian Federal State Statistics Service reports decline in retail trade
01.06.2022 |  Retail trade turnover in the Russian Federation in April decreased by 10% for the first time since the beginning of the year compared to the same period a year earlier and reached about 3.4 trillion rubles. At the same time, the online retail turnover increased by 1.3 times in April.
Read more
 
The Ministry of Energy estimated the prospects of its exports from Russia
02.06.2022 | The Ministry of Energy has worsened the forecast for hydrogen exports from Russia in its draft comprehensive program for the development of hydrogen energy until 2030. After the outbreak of the military operation in Ukraine, Russia was cut off from the world's largest buyers of "blue" and "green" hydrogen, and the market may eventually shrink only to China. Actual exports from Russia may decrease from 2.2 million to 1.4 million tons per year by 2030. 
Read more
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			Residents of "unfriendly" countries will be forbidden to own bookmakers
03.06.2022 | On the background of "increasing sanctions" deputies proposed to prohibit any persons from "unfriendly" countries to be the beneficiaries of the organizers of gambling activities.
Read more
 
0% VAT on export to individuals
02.06.2022 | On 2 June, a draft law establishing 0% VAT rate when Russian organisations or individual entrepreneurs sell goods under the customs export procedure to foreign individuals was submitted to the State Duma.
Related document:
https://sozd.duma.gov.ru/bill/135666-8#bh_note 

Individuals may submit to the tax authority information on transfers involving foreign electronic wallets in a taxpayer's personal account
01.06.2022 | Persons who have opened electronic wallets with foreign payment service providers should also provide information if more than RUB 600,000 (or the equivalent in foreign currency) was credited to them in the reporting year.
Related document:
https://www.nalog.gov.ru/rn77/news/activities_fts/12254676/
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			The information below is compiled by mass media and should not be considered as an official statement or professional advice. Please kindly refer to the disclaimer below.
 
Aeroflot suspended recruitment of new pilots
02.06.2022 | Aeroflot said that in the face of sanctions the company is trying to keep the flight crew as much as possible, but suspended the recruitment of new pilots "until the situation changes and the emergence of a growing need".
Read more
 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise announces its final withdrawal from Russia
02.06.2022 | U.S. technology company Hewlett Packard Enterprise (HPE) is leaving Russian and Belarus markets. In Russia HPE, first of all, supplied data storage systems, in this segment the company was one of the three largest western suppliers both in item and money terms. The company was competed by Dell Technologies and Huawei. The company also supplied specialized software. The company suspended its activity in Russia, including support of already sold solutions, back in March. 
Read more
 
The names of the dishes at McDonald's in Russia have become known
02.06.2022 | The menu of the Russian chain of fast food restaurants based on the former McDonald's will be replaced by foreign names. Items whose names refer to the name of the American chain will be removed from the menu. For example, instead of Chicken McNuggets, the Russian version will simply be Nuggets. Similarly, the names of the McChicken sauce and the McChicken Premier burger have been changed to just Chicken sauce and Chicken burger. They will also change the names of the big burgers. There will be "grandes" instead of "royals" sandwiches. For example, the Double Royal is now called the Double Grand. 
Read more
 
McDonald's has submitted another application for a new brand registration. Now it is "Our Place"
02.06.2022 |  This is the eighth trademark the former McDonald's chain has registered in Russia. On 19 May, the American chain sold all of its restaurants in Russia to entrepreneur Alexander Govor, forbidding him to use McDonald's brand.
Read more
 
Free photo bank Pixabay has announced that it is no longer working with Russian users
02.06.2022 |  The decision was taken due to Russia's special military operation in Ukraine.
Read more
 
A list of companies that have announced to either fully or to some extent stop or suspend their operations in Russia is available here:
1. https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/5240137 
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			U.S. targets yachts, cellist linked to Putin over Russia's [special military operation] in Ukraine
02.06.2022 | The Biden administration on Thursday issued a raft of new sanctions aimed at punishing Russia for its military operation in Ukraine, with targets including several yachts linked to Russian President Vladimir Putin, an oligarch who heads a major steel producer, and a cellist it says acts as a middleman for the Russian leader.
Read more
 
Teetering on default, Russia misses $1.9 mln payment, committee determines
02.06.2022 | Russia's failure to pay $1.9 million in accrued interest on a dollar bond will trigger payouts potentially worth billions of dollars, a panel of investors determined on Wednesday, as the country teeters on its first major external debt default in over a century. Sanctions imposed by western countries and their allies since February 24, as well as counter measures by Moscow, have all but excluded the country from the global financial system. The lapse last month of a key U.S. license allowing Russia to make payments put the prospect of the country defaulting back into focus. 
Read more
 
African Union leader Macky Sall to meet Putin on Friday to ‘free cereal stocks’
02.06.2022 | The chair of the African Union, Senegal's President Macky Sall, will meet Russian leader Vladimir Putin on Friday as the [special military operation] in Ukraine exacerbates food insecurity on the continent, a spokesperson for the AU confirmed to POLITICO. Sall and Moussa Faki Mahamat, the African Union Commission chairperson, will arrive in Russia Thursday and will meet Putin on Friday. The visit has been planned "amid efforts from the presidency to contribute to deescalation amid the conflict in Ukraine, and to free stocks of cereals and fertilizers, the blockade of which particularly impacts African countries," according to a statement to the Senegalese press agency. 
Read more
 
Zelenskyy: Ukraine grain blockade will spark famine, migration
02.06.2022 | Russia's maritime blockade of Ukraine is causing a "catastrophic" rise in the price of food and basic goods, which will lead to protests, famine and migration around the world, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Thursday. "The world is now teetering on the cusp of a food security crisis," Zelenskyy told an audience via video link at the start of the Globsec conference in Bratislava. "There is a ... catastrophic rise in prices of basic products in various countries." Since February 24, access to Ukraine's maritime ports have been closed off, which makes it impossible to shift grain and other food products out onto the global market by sea. That means millions of tons of wheat and grain remain locked inside Ukraine, putting pressure on import-dependent states in North Africa and the Middle East that are usually reliant on the Ukrainian harvest. 
Read more
 
Rosneft appoints Mandarin speaker to lead company's global trading
02.06.2022 | Rosneft appointed a Mandarin-speaker to head global trading operations, six sources told Reuters on Thursday as Russia's top oil producer seeks to deepen ties with Asia after Western sanctions forced it to pivot away from Europe. Andrey Bogatenkov takes over as vice president for commerce and logistics from Uzbekistan-born Otabek Karimov, who left Rosneft along with other foreign executives in the wake of the sanctions imposed after Russia sent troops into Ukraine in what it called a "special operation". 
Read more 

Russia Economy Lurched Into Contraction In April Amid Sanctions
01.06.2022 | The damage inflicted on Russia by sanctions was on full display in April as the economy swung into a contraction, with industrial production dropping and retail sales suffering their worst crash since the coronavirus pandemic. Gross domestic product contracted 3% in April from a year earlier, according to an estimate by the Economy Ministry, after recording growth of 1.3% in March. The Ministry blamed the swing on “the unprecedented sanctions pressure,” which hit transport links and consumer demand. Retail sales fell in April for the first time in a year, sliding an annual 9.7%, according to a separate release from the Federal Statistics Service.  
Read more
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			EU envoys approve Russian oil ban but drop church patriarch from sanctions list
02.06.2022 | EU ambassadors finally approved the bloc's sixth round of sanctions against Russia Thursday, multiple EU diplomats said, paving the way for the ban on oil shipments to become law. Leaders agreed on a package of sanctions on Monday night after weeks of haggling over a planned oil embargo. To get landlocked Hungary on board, they decided to restrict the ban to Russian oil that arrives on tankers, temporarily exempting fuel flowing into the EU via pipelines. In an apparently new concession to Hungary, the head of the Russian Orthodox Church, Patriarch Kirill, was struck out of the list of sanctioned individuals. Hungary had called for the Patriarch to be taken off the list, holding up a deal on Wednesday. 
Read more
 
The Netherlands, Germany announce joint North Sea drilling operation
02.06.2022 | The Netherlands and Germany will drill for gas in the North Sea together, with production expected to start in 2024, the Dutch government has announced. According to the Dutch government’s website, production will take place in the North Sea, about 19 kilometres north of Schiermonnikoog and Borkum. A pipeline is being constructed to get the gas onto the shore. To satisfy the concerns raised by environmentalists, the platform will be moved away from a local oyster project, and water released during production will be filtered. On the Dutch side, permits to start drilling were issued by State Secretary Johannes Alexander Vijlbrief on Wednesday (1 June). Since Gazprom announced it would stop supplying gas to the Netherlands on Tuesday (31 May) after Dutch wholesaler GasTerra refused to bow to the Kremlin’s demand to pay in rubles for fear of breaching EU sanctions, the Dutch want the process to speed up. 
Read more
 
Belgium ‘fully prepared’ for Russian gas cut, government says
02.06.2022 | The Belgian government drew attention to measures already in place to reduce gas consumption as more EU states were being cut off from Russian supplies earlier this week. Gazprom’s decision to stop supplying Dutch utility GasTerra and Danish utility Ørsted has triggered concerns in other EU countries. But neighbouring Belgium appears calm for now. “There are currently no elements to announce the first ‘Early Warning’ phase of the national Emergency Plan for Natural Gas in Belgium,” said a statement from the cabinet of Energy Minister Tinne Van der Straeten, published on Tuesday (31 May). While early warning mechanisms have long been in place in Germany, Italy and other EU countries, Russian imports represent only 6% of gas consumption in Belgium, the government said. 
Read more
 
European Parliament bars Russia-backed lobbyists
02.06.2022 | The European Parliament is banning entry to lobbyists representing Russian interests as Moscow's military operatiom in Ukraine drags on. Russian company representatives may not enter Parliament buildings “effective immediately,” President Roberta Metsola tweeted Thursday.  Metsola announced the move at a meeting of the Conference of Presidents on Thursday morning, according to her spokesman, Jüri Laas. It comes as diplomats debate including a ban on providing consulting and accounting services to Russia in the EU's sixth package of sanctions. The ban “applies to all entities that are established in the Russian Federation and that are listed in the EU transparency register,” Laas said in an e-mail, as well as entities subject to EU sanctions. Metsola also “instructed Parliament's services to look into other Russian companies whose representatives might spread false information about the [special military operation] in Ukraine or try to circumvent the sanctions imposed at European level,” he added. 
Read more
 
Greek former PM ‘not sure’ the US wants to end Ukraine conflict
02.06.2022 | Washington plays a decisive role in addressing the crisis in Ukraine, but its motivation to end the conflict are not clear, conservative former Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis has said. His statement comes amid a fierce clash in Greek politics over the ruling New Democracy party’s (EPP) decision to send more weapons to Ukraine without informing the parliament. The Greeks learnt the news from German Chancellor Olaf Scholz after he announced an arms swap deal with Athens. Meanwhile, Berlin admitted that the deal was made between the two men on the sidelines of the EU summit.  
Read more
 
US envoy calls for Serbia to impose sanctions on Russia
02.06.2022 | Serbia was urged to join in the EU’s sanctions against Russia by US Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Balkans Gabriel Escobar via a video speech during the Southeastern Europe Democracy Summit in Montenegro. The Assistant Secretary is the latest in a long line of diplomats urging Serbia to condemn Russia’s special military operation in Ukraine through sanctions. “Almost every country in the Western Balkans has agreed that Russia will pay a price for this through sanctions, supporting Ukraine and its people. I hope that Serbia will join this group and harmonise sanctions when the government is formed,” Escobar said. 
Read more
 
Italian government mulls new excise tax cut as fuel prices soar. 
02.06.2022 | The government is considering expanding the excise tax reduction, which will expire on 8 July, Economy Under-Secretary Maria Cecilia Guerra told broadcaster Rainews 24 on Wednesday. To counter rising energy costs, which started before February 24, the government has allocated a total of €30 billion. But despite cutting excise tax by 30.5 cents, retail diesel and gasoline prices have continued to climb, reaching peaks higher than those recorded during the first week of the conflict in Ukraine in the past two weeks. The average price for self-service gasoline in Italy is €1.914 per litre and €1.831 per litre of diesel, the latest report from the economic development ministry’s price observatory found. 
Read more
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			US
02.06.2022 | The Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) updated its Specially Designated Nationals (SDN) list and Sectoral Sanctions Identifications (SSI) list. More particularly, the U.S. Treasury Department on Thursday identified two vessels, the Russian-flagged Graceful and the Cayman islands-flagged Olympia as property in which Putin has an interest. It also identified two other yachts, Shellest and Nega, it said were used by Putin and owned by a sanctioned Russian company. The Treasury also targeted Imperial Yachts, a brokerage based in Monaco that allows superyacht owners, including Russian oligarchs, to charter their boats when they are not using them, as well as an aviation company it said was involved in a scheme to transfer aircraft to an offshore company to avoid sanctions. It also targeted two companies owned by Alexey Mordashov: Severstal and gold miner Nord Gold. 
Targeted individuals comprise:
1. Sergei Roldugin, a cellist and conductor to Vladimir Putin
1. Vitaly Savelyev, Minister of Transport of the Russian Federation 
1. Maxim Reshetnikov, Minister of Economic Development of the Russian Federation
1. Irek Envarovich Faizullin, Minister of Construction, Housing and Utilities of Russia
1. Dmitriy Yuryevich Grigorenko, Deputy Prime Minister and Chief of the Government Staff of Russia.
1. Alexey Mordashov, owner of Severstal and Nord Gold
1. Yury Slyusar, President of United Aircraft Corporation (UAC)
1. Maria Zakharova, Spokesperson for the Russian Ministry Foreign Affairs
 In addition OFAC has issued the following Russia-related General Licenses:
1. General License 25B replacing General License 24A and which authorizes transactions related to telecommunications and certain internet-based communications, 
1. General License 36 authorizing the wind down of transactions involving public joint stock company Severstal by August 31, 2022, 
1. General License 37 authorizing the wind down of transactions involving public joint stock company Nord Gold PLC by July 1, 2022, and 
1. General License 38  authorizing all transactions ordinarily incident and necessary to the processing of pension payments to U.S. persons that are prohibited by Executive Order (E.O.) 14024
Related documents:
Update to the SDN list ,  General License 25B ,  General License 36 ,  General License 37 , General License 38
 
Taiwan
02.06.2022 | Taiwan's Ministry of Economy has banned the delivery of "strategic high-tech products" to Russia and Belarus, reports Digitimes Asia. Under the restrictions, in particular, were chips with a clock frequency of more than 25 megahertz, chips with more than 144 pins.
Read more 

EU 
01.06.2022 | The European Commission has published further guidance on Credit rating, deposits, insurance and reinsurance, state-owned enterprises and customs related matters. 
Related documents:
Link to the EU Commission’s FAQs webpage

 
Tracking sanctions against Russia
The latest sanctions and actions taken against Russia by countries, major companies and organisations. Reuters is tracking government sanctions and actions against Russia taken by large companies and organisations around the world.
Read more
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